
OLVER ANNOUNCES $500,000 GRANT FOR PIONEER VALLEY JOB ACCESS AND COMMUTE PROGRAM
May 13, 1999

  

WASHINGTON -- Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority was approved for                a $500,000 grant under the Federal Transit Administration°s Job                Access and Reverse Commute Program. The funding is specifically                aimed at aiding welfare recipients by providing funds for extended                public transportation services.              

Congressman Olver lobbied Richard Doyle, Regional Administrator                of the Federal Transit Administration, for an expeditious and successful                review of the PVTA°s grant application.              

œOvercoming the stumbling blocks associated with the Work First                approach to welfare reform must be a top priority. Currently, the                bulk of welfare recipients don°t own cars while job opportunities                are increasingly distant from the communities and neighborhoods                where they live. This results in a lack of access to employment                centers, and the employers are denied access to a dependable labor                pool,” Olver said.              

The PVTA has developed a program that would treat this problem                through expanded transit services to sites beyond current scheduled                public transit, and expanding service into evenings and weekends.              

œTransportation is the Što° in welfare-to-work, and this funding                will help welfare recipients by providing access to jobs in rural                areas and industrial parks in Pioneer Valley," Olver said.              

PVTA requested a total of $1.5 million over a 3-year period. Since                the grants are allocated on an annual basis, the PVTA will again                submit grant applications for years 2 and 3.              

The Job Access and Reverse Commute Program was authorized by the                Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA 21). The Program                provides competitive grants to assist states and localities in developing                flexible transportation services to connect welfare recipients and                other low income persons to jobs and other employment related services.                
                 
                              

For more information on the Regional Job Access Program, please                contact Gary A. Shepard, Administrator, PVTA at: 413-732-6248             
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